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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1939  is  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circulars  1961  and  2067. 

It  is  considerably  curtailed  and  only  the  more  important  statistical 
tables  are  included. 

The  year  1939  was  a  healthy  one,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
was  remarkably  low,  the  death  rate  from  respiratory  diseases  was  the 
lowest  on  record,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  also  satisfactory. 

Very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the  last  few  years  with 
our  Slum  Clearance  programme,  and  it  was  with  regret  that  we  had  to 
suspend  our  activities  in  this  direction,  as  there  still  remains  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  unsatisfactory  dwelling  houses  to  be  dealt  with.  The 
representation  of  unfit  houses  is  about  the  only  part  of  the  routine 
work  of  the  Department  which  has  ceased,  but  this  does  not  mean  that 
the  Department  has  no  work  to  do  in  connection  therewith. 

Unfortunately,  when  the  building  of  Council  houses  ceased,  there 
were  between  five  and  six  hundred  houses  which  had  been  represented 
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as  unfit,  and  where  orders  had  been  confirmed,  still  in  occupation.  We 
have  been  unable  to  rehouse  many  of  the  tenants  and  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  property  still  in  occupation  is  unfortunately  most  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Complaints  as  to  insanitary  condition  in  these  represented 
houses  and  in  other  houses  are  numerous.  All  have  to  be  attended  to 
and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  make  conditions  as  comfortable  as 
possible  for  the  unfortunate  tenants. 

We  have  lost  by  enlistment  one  of  our  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  four 
members  of  the  office  staff,  and  one  temporary  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
resigned,  so  that  considerably  more  work  has  been  thrown  upon  those 
remaining.  By  the  concentration  of  all  slaughtering  not  only  for 
Walsall  but  for  a  very  large  surrounding  district  at  Lord’s  Abattoir,  the 
work  of  meat  inspection  has  been  practically  doubled,  and  occupies 
the  whole  time  of  three  inspectors. 

The  first  eight  months  of  the  year  was  largely  devoted  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  organisation  of  measures  in  connection  with  Civil 
Defence.  These  included  the  establishment  of  First  Aid  Posts,  both 
fixed  and  mobile,  the  organisation  of  First  Aid  Parties  and  Ambulance 
Services,  together  with  the  arrangements  for  the  training  of  a  large 
number  of  volunteers  for  the  various  services  :  the  expansion  of  our 
hospitals  and  the  arrangements  for  the  prompt  clearance  of  the  hospitals 
and  the  setting  up  of  additional  beds,  the  recruitment  of  general  trained 
and  assistant  nurses  for  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve,  the  organisation 
and  training  of  nursing  auxiliaries  who  had  or  were  prepared  to  enrol 
as  members  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve.  In  addition  we  had  to  receive 
and  store  a  considerable  quantity  of  equipment  of  all  kinds  received  from 
Government  stores  or  purchased  locally.  Not  being  so  fortunate  as 
to  be  in  possession,  of  central  stores,  this  equipment  had  to  be 
stored  in  various  parts  of  the  borough,  which  made  the  handling  and 
distribution  at  a  later  date  a  task  of  some  magnitude. 

When  our  various  posts  were  established,  personnel  was  allocated 
thereto  and  the  equipment  distributed.  Medical  men  were  appointed 
to  each  of  the  First  Aid  Posts  and  Mobile  Units,  and  before  the  end  of 
August  we  were  ready  for  any  demands  which  were  likely  to  be  made 
upon  the  Casualty  Services.  Fortunately  there  has  beeen  no  call  upon 
our  services.  We  remain  upon  the  alert,  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to 
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the  large  number  of  volunteers  who  have  so  freely  given  of  their 
services  and  of  their  time  manning  their  various  posts  and  always  ready. 
The  personnel  of  the  Casualty  Services  is  as  keen  as  ever. 

Every  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  has  given  of  his  best, 
all  have  worked  long  hours  night  after  night  and  week  after  week. 
Some  have  been  attached  to  First  Aid  Posts  where  they  have  accepted 
special  responsibilities,  others  have  had  equally  onerous  duties  in  the 
Casualty  Service  organisation  of  the  Report  and  Control  Centre.  To 
augment  the  staff  of  my  own  Department  we  have  had  willing  and 
valuable  service  from  members  of  other  Departments,  and  to  them  we 
are  equally  indebted.  To  all  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  loyal 
help  and  co-operation  during  a  troubled  year. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  all  my  Committees  my  thanks 
are  due  for  their  help  and  for  refraining  from  making  too  many  demands 
upon  me  during  the  year. 

I  am. 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


November,  1940. 


4 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

87/ H 
> 

Population  (At  Census  1931) 

•  •  •  •  •  k 

103,059 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

f  At 

23,311 

Number  of  Families 

1931  Census 

24,953 

For  Birth  Rate  .  . 

107,600 

Population  1939  (estimated)  < 

For  Death  Rate.  . 

106,800 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected 

in  1939  .  . 

463 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1939 

27,973 

Number  of  Persons  per  House 

.  .  .  .  .  - 

3.84 

Rateable  Value  .  . 

•  •  •  .  .  . 

.  .  £548,322 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

£2,075 

Population  per  Acre 

.  . 

12.3 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Number  of  f  Legitimate  M.  965 — F.  939 — Total  1,904— Total 

Births  i  Illegitimate  M.  29 — F.  34 — Total  63 — 1,967 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18.28 

Number  of  Deaths  (M.  659,  F.  604)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Total  1,263 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  .  .  11.83 

Standardised  Death  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13.24 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

From  other  Puerperal  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births.  .  .  .  1.48 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  .  .  .  .  113 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57.68 


Infant  Mortality  (legitimate  infants)  per  1,000  births 
Do.  (illegitimate  infants)  do. 


55.91 

111.11 
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Death  Rates  per  1,000  Population,  from — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.77 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.82 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  .  .  1.35 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1.69 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  (Smallpox,  Enteric 
Fever,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup)  .  .  .  .  0T2 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under 

2  years  of  age,  per  1,000  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  7.15 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  Walsall  birth  rate,  which  is  well  above  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole,  remains  fairly  constant  from  year  to  year,  the  birth  rate  for  the 
year  being  18.28  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  against  18.62  for  1938. 
This  compares  with  15  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  14.8  for  the  great 
towns. 

The  death  rate  shows  a  slight  increase,  being  11.83  per  1,000  as 
against  10.99  in  1938,  the  death  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  being 
12.1,  and  for  the  great  towns  12.0. 

The  infant  Mortality  rate  of  58  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the 
year  1937,  when  the  rate  was  57,  the  lowest  on  record.  The  Infant 
Mortality  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  50,  and  53  for  the 
great  towns. 

In  spite  of  the  black-out  the  death  rate  from  respiratory  diseases  is 
the  lowest  on  record,  being  1.35  per  1,000  of  the  population.  There 
has,  however,  been  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  the  rate  being  0.77  per  1,000  as  against  0.60  in  the  previous 
year,  which  was  a  record. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  remained  low  throughout  the 
year  in  spite  of  anticipations  to  the  contrary.  The  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  again  showed  a  decline,  83  cases  being  notified  as  against  121 
in  the  previous  year;  there  were  five  deaths  as  against  3  in  1938.  The 
type  of  disease  experienced  locally  has  been  fairly  severe. 

During  the  year  248  children  were  immunised  as  against  894  in  the 
previous  year.  The  large  drop  in  the  number  of  children  immunised 
was  due  principally  to  school  closure  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  when 
a  large  part  of  our  programme  remained  to  be  carried  out.  We  are 
pleased  to  state,  however,  that  during  1940,  we  have  been  able  to 
cover  all  the  schools  in  the  borough,  and  over  1,000  children  have  been 
immunised. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  also  showed  a  decline,  256  cases  being 
notified  as  against  296  in  1938. 

There  were  17  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  notified,  but  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  was  not  associated  with  war  time  conditions, 
16  of  the  cases  being  notified  in  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year. 
There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Only  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified,  and  one  of  Acute 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  made  compulsorily  notifiable 
diseases  in  November,  11  cases  of  Measles  and  11  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  were  notified  before  the  year  ended.  There  were  4  deaths  from 
Measles  and  4  from  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year. 

177  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against  242  in  1938,  there 
being  79  deaths  as  compared  with  89  in  1938. 

526  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  1939  compared 
with  592  in  1938.  Of  the  admissions  239  were  from  other  districts. 
177  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted  and  there  were  13  deaths.  259 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted;  there  were  no  deaths.  Of  the  23 
cases  of  Measles  admitted  all  recovered.  4  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and 
44  of  other  diseases  were  also  admitted. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  an  ‘Iron  Lung’ 
from  the  Nuffield  Trustees.  The  Lung  has  been  in  use  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year. 
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MANOR  HOSPITAL. 

A  few  days  before  the  outbreak  of  war  instructions  were  received 
to  clear  hospitals.  This  was  done  by  discharging  some  patients  to  their 
own  homes  and  others  to  institutions  in  the  country,  only  those  patients 
being  detained  whom  it  was  considered  inadvisable  to  remove.  For 
some  time  thereafter  the  hospital  presented  a  rather  deserted  appearance, 
with  its  wards  full  of  empty  beds.  The  admission  of  civilian  sick 
requiring  hospital  treatment  was  not  interfered  with,  and,  whilst  as 
many  beds  were  kept  empty  as  possible,  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
hospital  was  not  interrupted.  The  number  of  admissions  during  the 
year  was  4595,  actually  2  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  1319  surgical 
operations  were  performed  as  against  1271. 

The  massage  and  Electrical  Department,  the  Out-patient  and  Casualty 


Department  and  the  X-ray  Department  have  all  had  an 

exceptionally 

busy  year,  the  work  in  each  of  these  departments  showing  substantial 

increases,  viz 

1939 

1938 

Massage  and  Electrical 

11702 

9145 

X-ray 

4755 

4196 

Out-patients  and  Casualty  .  . 

42098 

35115 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  a  large  number  of  Nursing  Auxiliaries, 
members  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve,  have  received  their  training 
in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the  staff — Doctors, 
Matron,  Sisters  and  Nursing-Staff  for  the  part  they  have  played  in  the 
training,  for  their  forebearance,  their  patience  and  their  enthusiasm. 

Statistics  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1939. 


Total  admissions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,595 

Patients  in  Hospital  on  1st  January  .  .  .  .  .  .  206 

Accommodation 

Men  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  130 

Women  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  147 

Children  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 


333 
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Average  number  of  beds  occupied 
Highest  number  of  beds  occupied 
Lowest  number  of  beds  occupied 
Surgical  operations 
Dental  operations 


.  240 

328  on  22nd  July,  1939 

94  on  10th  Sept.,  1939 

.  1,319 

.  684 


Maternity  Department 

Births 
Stillbirths 
Dr.  present  at 
Forceps 

Caesarean  sections 
Deaths 


(1)  Post  partum  haemorrhage. 

(2)  Streptococcal  septicaemia, 
(delivered  before  admission) 


582 

36 

109 

24 
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Undelivered — nil. 


Massage  and  Electrical  Treatment 

Treatments  given  : — 

Massage 
Electrical 
Radiant  Heat 
Ultra-violet  light 


3,138 

1.787 
2,989 

3.788 


X-ray  Department 

Number  of  films  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,357 

Number  of  screen  examinations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  398 

Pathology  and  Bio-chemistry  specimens  sent  to  the 

Birmingham  University  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  736 


Out-patients  and  Casualties 

Total  attendances 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  year 


42,098 

444 


Table  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH,  1939 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  new  Maternity  Block  at  the  Manor  Hospital  was  officially  opened 
by  Councillor  A.  J.  Stanley,  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  on  16th 
March  1939,  and  was  immediately  brought  into  use. 

589  confinements  took  place  at  the  Manor  Hospital  during  the  year, 
and  261  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Bloxwich,  173  in  private  nursing 
homes,  and  1145  on  the  district.  There  were  three  Maternal  deaths, 
the  maternal  mortality  rate  being  1.5  per  1,000  births,  as  compared 
with  2.9  in  1938.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Apart  from  the  first  fortnight  in  September,  the  Ante-natal  Clinics 
have  functioned  normally  and  have  been  well  attended,  the  number  of 
mothers  attending  the  extern  clinics  and  the  Manor  Hospital  Ante-natal 
Clinic  shows  a  very  satisfactory  increase,  a  total  of  1588  mothers  attend¬ 
ing.  159  Ante-natal  examinations  were  made  by  doctors  on  mothers 
referred  to  them  from  the  clinics. 

The  Municipal  Midwifery  Scheme,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st 
July,  1937  has  continued  to  develop,  our  district  midwives  attending 
910  cases  during  the  year.  Seven  midwives  in  private  practice  retired 
on  compensation  during  the  year,  and  two  private  nursing  homes  were 
closed.  One  additional  midwife  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of  district 
midwives  making  a  total  of  13. 

Apart  from  the  early  days  of  September  the  Child  Welfare  Centres 
have  carried  on  their  useful  work,  and  the  attendances  have  been 
remarkably  good,  the  total  being  35,826,  as  against  the  previous  year’s 
record  of  39,159.  The  decrease  in  attendances  continued  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1940,  but  this  was  due  very  largely  to  the  exceptionally 
severe  weather  experienced.  The  attendances  during  the  second  and 
third  quarters  show  slight  increases  over  the  corresponding  periods 
of  1939. 

The  new  Centre  in  Countess  Street  which  displaces  the  Milton  Street 
centre,  one  of  the  earliest  Child  Welfare  Centres  opened  in  Walsall,  was 
officially  opened  by  Alderman  Hucker,  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  on  12th  January,  1940. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  showing  new  cases  notified  and  deaths  during  1939. 


Table  I 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

1—5  .  . 

2 

— 

- — ■ 

3 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

3 

5—10  .  . 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

10—15  .  . 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15—20  .  . 

5 

9 

- — 

1 

- — • 

4 

1 

— 

20—25  .  . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

4 

5 

25—35  .  . 

8 

11 

— 

1 

12 

21 

i 

35—45  .  . 

8 

5 

— 

— - 

5 

7 

- — - 

— 

45—55  .  . 

3 

5 

— 

— 

5 

5 

- — 

— 

55—65  .  . 

6 

4 

- — - 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

Above  65 

2 

2 

— 

1 

4 

1 

_ 

— 

Totals  .  . 

45 

47 

2 

7 

36 

46 

1 

5 

The  Tuberculosis  service  has  not  been  affected  by  the  War.  Al¬ 
though  Pelsall  Sanatorium  is  nominally  a  Group  2  hospital  under  the 
Emergency  Hospital  Scheme,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  discharge 
any  patients.  A  number  of  patients,  however,  did  take  their  own 
discharge  from  the  Sanatorium  in  the  early  days  of  September. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  complying  with  the 
Lighting  Regulations  particularly  at  the  Goscote  Pavilion,  and  for 
some  time  both  patients  and  staff  had  to  put  up  with  many  inconven¬ 
iences,  which  they  cheerfully  did.  These  difficulties  were  ultimately 


overcome. 
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During  the  year  67  patients  were  admitted  to  Pelsall  and  43  to 
Goscote,  as  compared  with  61  and  52  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 
There  were  30  deaths,  17  at  Pelsall  and  13  at  Goscote. 

The  number  of  new  patients  examined  at  the  Dispensary  was  355  as 
against  353,  83  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  being  diagnosed  compared 
with  82.  21%  of  the  total  examinations  represented  “contacts.” 

92  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  as  against 
84  in  1938,  and  9  of  other  forms  as  against  19. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  Occupation  Centre  was  closed  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  but  the 
instruction  and  supervision  of  the  children  attending  has  gone  on. 
Instead  of  the  children  coming  to  the  Centre  the  teachers  have  gone 
to  the  homes  of  the  children.  Where  several  children  have  lived 
within  close  proximity  to  one  another,  it  has  been  possible  to  teach 
the  children  in  small  groups.  In  this  way  the  interest  of  the  children 
in  their  handicraft  lessons  has  been  maintained. 


20 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Fifth  Annual  Report,  viz  : — That  for  the  year 
1939,  giving  particulars  of  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough. 

Naturally,  it  is  a  report  which  cannot  point  to  any  particular  advance 
in  the  betterment  of  environmental  conditions,  as  a  large  proportion 
of  the  time  of  the  staff  has,  of  necessity,  been  given  to  matters  in 
connection  with  Civil  Defence. 

Early  in  the  year  a  survey  of  basements  was  undertaken  in  order 
to  consider  their  suitability  as  public  shelters,  and  the  information 
collected  was  passed  on  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

In  May  I  was  asked  to  undertake  the  survey  and  completion  of 
requisitions  for  Anderson  Shelters,  and  inspections  of  areas  where  the 
erection  of  Anderson  Shelters  was  not  practicable.  I  should  like 
to  place  on  record  the  valuable  assistance  which  was  given  me  in  the 
distribution  and  collection  of  application  forms  by  the  Wardens’  Service, 
but  some  idea  of  the  work  involved  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  22,450 
visits  were  made  to  properties  during  the  year  with  respect  to  the 
provision  of  Anderson  or  other  type  shelters. 

Immediately  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  War,  certain  members  of  the 
staff  were  seconded  to  practically  full  time  duties  in  connection  with 
the  Casualty  Service,  and  it  was  some  weeks  before  they  were  able  to 
return  to  their  normal  duties.  One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr. 
P.G.  Tremain,  and  two  members  of  the  clerical  staff,  Frank  Hill  and 
Eric  Smith,  have  joined  His  Majesty’s  Forces. 

A  proportion  of  my  own  time  has  also  had  to  be  given  to  Civil 
Defence  duties.  I  have  been  appointed  Mortuary  Superintendent  in 
connection  with  civilian  deaths  due  to  war  operations,  and  in  November 
all  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  appointed  Enforcement  Inspectors 
with  respect  to  Orders  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Minister  of  Food 
under  the  Defence  Regulations,  1939. 
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In  spite  of  these  additional  duties  every  endeavour  has  been  made  to 
maintain  the  sanitary  services  at  as  high  a  level  as  possible,  and  the 
following  paragraphs  give  some  details  of  the  work  it  was  possible  to 
accomplish. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  all  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  sanitary  inspection  was  32,262,  which  together  with  the 
22,450  visits  made  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  gives  a  total 
number  of  visits  of  54,712.  While  this  figure  is  higher  than  in  normal 
years,  the  number  of  visits  for  sanitary  purposes  was  much  less  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

1,905  complaints  were  investigated,  and  1,079  visits  were  made  to 
infected  houses. 

764  houses  were  improved  by  repairs  to  the  structures,  1,474  houses 
received  attention  with  respect  to  water  closet  and  ashbin  accommoda¬ 
tion,  drainage  repairs  and  abatement  of  other  nuisances,  a  total  number 
of  2,238  houses  being  improved  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

For  the  first  year  since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  not  a 
single  house  was  represented  as  unfit.  This  was  due  to  a  combination 
of  circumstances,  the  primary  reason  being  the  large  number  of  families 
awaiting  rehousing  from  houses  which  had  been  condemned  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  difficulties  experienced  in  the  erection  and 
completion  of  new  Council  houses. 

At  the  1st  January,  1939,  there  were  506  unfit  houses  in  occupation. 
During  the  year  Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  com¬ 
prising  a  total  of  276  houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
the  majority  of  these  houses  being  dealt  with  at  a  Ministry  of  Health 
Inquiry  which  was  held  on  the  17th  January  1939.  10  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  on  individual  unfit  houses,  and  2  Closing  Orders 
were  made  on  parts  of  buildings  let  as  separate  tenements.  266  houses 
were  closed  during  the  year,  and  a  total  of  166  houses  were  demolished 
— 155  in  Clearance  Areas  and  11  individual  unfit  houses.  Closing 
Orders  on  12  parts  of  buildings  let  as  separate  tenements  were  deter¬ 
mined,  and  in  2  cases  Untertakings  as  to  the  future  user  of  the  premises 
were  given  by  the  owners  and  accepted  by  the  Health  Committee. 
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At  the  31st  December,  1939,  556  houses  for  which  Orders  were 
operative  were  still  in  occupation,  and  with  the  virtual  cessation  of 
building  operations  the  position  with  respect  to  these  properties 
became  serious.  Many  of  these  houses  have  been  represented  as  unfit 
for  some  considerable  time  and  are  in  an  extremely  bad  state  of  repair. 
A  special  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  in  March, 
1940,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  properties.  The  majority  of  the 
houses  are  included  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  have  been  able  to  continue  with  the  purchase  of  the  properties, 
and  are  thus  in  a  better  position  to  effect  any  urgent  repairs,  particularly 
to  the  sanitary  conveniences.  It  is  hoped  that  a  certain  amount  of 
rehousing  will  take  place  in  relet  houses  as  they  becotne  available,  but 
it  is  obvious  that  the  condition  of  the  houses  will  need  careful  attention 
if  any  degree  of  comfort  is  to  be  provided  for  the  unfortunate  occupiers. 

183  Council  houses  for  rehousing  from  unfit  houses  were  provided 
during  the  year,  and  in  every  case  the  families  who  were  rehoused  had 
their  furniture  and  effects  properly  disinfested  before  taking  over  the 
tenancy  of  the  new  houses. 

DISINFESTATION 

The  scheme  for  disinfestation  inaugurated  in  1938  was  continued 
with  great  success  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  dealing  with 
furniture  and  effects  of  families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses,  a  large 
amount  of  disinfestation  of  existing  houses  was  carried  out,  principally 
by  the  use  of  Washed  Heavy  Naphtha.  This  was  a  new  development, 
and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  the  increased  use  being  made  of  the 
services  of  the  Health  Department  by  owners  of  bug  infested  private 
houses. 

OVERCROWDING 

* 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  reliable  figures  with  regard  to  the  over¬ 
crowding  position.  At  the  31st  December,  1938,  the  known  number 
of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  was  605;  at  the  30th  June, 
1939,  there  had  been  recorded  25  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  and  31 
new  cases,  the  nett  number  of  known  cases  at  that  date  thus  being  611. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  year  it  was  not  possible  to  make  any 
detailed  inspections  of  overcrowded  families,  and  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  any  accurate  figure  could  be  given  without  a  complete 
survey  of  the  Borough,  which  is  a  matter  which  will  have  to  be  deferred 
until  the  end  of  hostilities. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders.  The  following  list  gives 
details  of  the  results  of  samples  of  graded  milks  sold  under  licences 
issued  under  the  above  Orders. 


Designation 

Number  of  samples 
taken 

Satisfactory 

Failed 

Accredited 

59 

37 

22 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested 

39 

26 

13 

(Certified) 
Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

2 

4 

(Pasteurised) 

6 

6 

— 

Pasteurised 

63 

55 

8 

In  addition,  3  Accredited  Milk  samples  were  subjected  to  the  test  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  all  3  samples  were  negative.  61  samples  of  Pasteurised 
Milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test;  of  these,  56 
were  satisfactory  and  5  samples  failed  to  pass  the  test. 

The  general  position  with  regard  to  milk  sold  under  the  Special 
Designations  Orders  cannot  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory,  and 
there  was  evidence  of  deterioration  in  the  conditions  under  which 
Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  was  produced  and  sold.  Only 
with  respect  to  Pasteurised  milk  can  the  position  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

The  licence  to  produce  Accredited  Milk  which  was  held  by  one 
producer  in  the  Borough,  was  not  renewed  for  the  year  1940,  as  the 
licensee  was  not  able  to  maintain  the  conditions  required  by  the  licence. 
Detailed  inspections  were  made  of  2  of  the  Pasteurising  Plants  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  and  in  each  case  the  licence  for  the  year  1940 
was  issued  subject  to  conditions  comprising  alterations  or  improve¬ 
ments  to  be  made  to  the  Pasteurising  Plant,  and  attention  being  given 
to  other  matters  with  regard  to  the  handling  and  processing  of  the 
milk  at  the  respective  dairies. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  During  the  year,  6,615  visits 
were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  slaughterhouses  and  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  of  56,734  carcases,  viz  Cattle  (excluding  cows) 
3,733;  Cows  3,444;  Calves  2,363;  Sheep  and  Lambs  34,687;  Pigs  12,508. 
The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  carcases  examined  and  the 
percentage  affected  with  disease 


Meat  Inspection  for  the  year  1939. 
Analysis  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

3,746 

3,444 

2,362 

34,737 

12,532 

Number  inspected  .  . 

3.733 

3,444 

2,362 

34,687 

12,508 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

3 

5 

23 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

298 

769 

2 

573 

216 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

8.0% 

22.4% 

•29% 

1-7% 

1-8% 

• 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

14 

1 

Nil. 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

220 

1277 

Nil. 

Nil. 

866 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6.0% 

37.4% 

.04% 

Nil. 

6.8% 
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Unwholesome  Food  destroyed.  The  total  weight  of  unsound  food 
destroyed  during  the  year  was  just  over  40  tons,  71.83%  being  meat 
and  offals  affected  with  tuberculosis,  and  28.17%  being  meat  and  offals 
affected  with  other  diseases.  Imported  meat,  fruit,  vegetables  and 
canned  goods  equalled  1.55%  of  the  total.  The  bulk  of  the  food  stuffs 
was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

Centralised  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  commenced 
in  Walsall  on  the  15th  January,  1940,  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in 
this  respect  will  be  included  in  a  future  report. 

In  addition  to  examinations  at  slaughterhouses,  the  Inspectors  have 
made  examinations  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  butchers’  shops,  fish¬ 
mongers,  greengrocers,  grocers  and  stalls  in  the  retail  markets.  2,841 
visits  were  made  to  such  food  premises  during  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

On  the  1st  October,  1939,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into 
operation,  and  brought  increased  work  and  responsibility  to  the 
department.  During  the  closing  period  of  the  year  a  special  report 
was  drafted  on  the  condition  of  the  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough  further  to  the  requirements  of  this  Act.  It  was  not  possible 
to  proceed  immediately  with  the  inspection  and  registration  of  premises 
where  preserved  foods,  ice  cream,  etc.,  were  manufactured  or  sold. 

SAMPLING 

Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson,  A.R.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  submits  the  following 
particulars  of  the  samples  which  have  been  analysed  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  and  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  of  1926. 

202  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  all  the  samples  were  submit¬ 
ted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  102  were  formal  samples  and  100 
were  informal. 

The  only  adulteration  was  in  respect  of  milk  samples,  10  of  which, 
equivalent  to  9.8%,  were  adulterated.  An  analysis  of  these  adulterated 
samples  showed  that  9  were  obtained  from  3  sources  only,  so  that  it 
may  be  said  there  were  only  4  separate  cases  of  adulteration,  which 
reduces  the  percentage  of  adulterated  milks  recorded  from  9.8% 
to  1.98%.  Six  of  the  milk  samples  were  reported  as  having  a  deficiency 
of  solids  not  fat,  and  from  the  evidence  obtained  it  appeared  that  the 


26 


feeding  of  the  cows  was  at  fault;  the  producers  were  advised  to  obtain 
the  advice  of  the  County  Agricultural  Committee  with  a  view  to  im¬ 
provements  being  effected.  In  2  other  cases  carelessness  in  the  handling 
of  the  milk  accounted  for  the  deficiences  of  fat  reported,  and  a  strong 
warning  was  given  to  each  retailer. 

Six  samples  were  taken  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act, 
1926. 


CONCLUSION 

In  what  has  been  a  difficult  year  may  I  again  pay  tribute  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  support  which  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Flealth  Committee,  and  to  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  To  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department 
who  have  responded  to  every  call  made  upon  them,  I  tender  my  sincere 
thanks. 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  STANSBURY,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


